Superficial nasalis aponeurotic system (SNAS) flap reconstruction of nasal defects.
Reconstruction of full-thickness tissue loss of the nose, particularly in the nasal tip and supratip areas, remains a technical and aesthetic challenge. Exposure of the alar cartilage can complicate an already difficult reconstruction. Many method of reconstruction have been described. We offer an alternative to previously described techniques, utilizing the nasalis aponeurosis to provide alar coverage and bulk, in conjunction with full-thickness skin grafting to minimize contour deformity. The authors describe the technique and anatomy based on cadaveric dissection and its use in 4 patients. We have performed the superficial nasalis aponeurotic system (SNAS) flap on 4 patients with satisfactory aesthetic results. Use of the SNAS for coverage obviates the need for resection of a dog-ear, as may be the case with cutaneous or musculocutaneous flaps. Alar contour deformity is minimal. The SNAS flap is a useful technique to provide soft-tissue coverage of full-thickness soft tissue loss of the nose.